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Subsequent issues of the NEWS LETTER and all 
other publications of the Society will be sent to 
Members only. If you are interested in receiving 
the NEWS LETTER and the services offered by the 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS, send in 
your application for membership immediately. 


Senatorial Praise for Planning 


The Hon. Arthur H. Vandenberg, Senator from 
Michigan, in his speech before the Senate on March 
14, 1935, urged that the program for work projects 
be made a relief program instead. In spite of his 
criticism against the proposed work-relief pro- 
gram, the Senator made this statement with regard 
to state planning: "I am submitting to the Senate 
information coming in part from the Michigan State 
Planning Commission, which, in my observation, is 
one of the most dependable and effective instru- 
mentalities which have been created in this emer- 
gency." . 


Technical Committees for State Planning 





The work of the state planning commission 
covers so wide a field and includes so many stud- 
ies that it is usually impossible for the commis- 
sion or for its executive officer to be able to 
give adequate consideration to the many factors 
of the state plan. This is particularly true 
where there is a large commission. It would, of 
course, be most desirable to have trained techni- 
Cians in charge of each of the technical aspects 
of the progran. It is equally desirable to have 
@ number of technical committees with a wide rep- 
resentation of interested officials and citizens 
to assist in the development of various phases of 
the state planning program. It is of no value to 
create technical committees without giving them 


' adequate staffs with which to carry on their stud- 


ies. 

We have been asked by some of our members to 
name the committees which have been established in 
various states. In New York, for instance, there 
are nine committees. The most common committees, 
however, are those on Land Use or Land Resources, 
Water Resources, Transportation, Mineral Resources 





and Recreation. In addition, some states have set 
up committees on Power, Education, Housing, Govern- 
ment and Taxation, and Public-works program. 


Public-Works Program 





Since sending out a copy of the Emergency Re- 
lief Appropriation Act of 1935, the only addition- 
al information available relating to specific de- 
tails is to the effect that Mr. Frank Walker of the 
National Emergency Council will heada clearing 
house division for the administration of the fund. 
Further details will be supplied as we learn then, 


Qutline of Procedure for City Planning Commissions 





Because we have received many requests from 
our members asking for assistance in outlining the 
administrative procedure for city planning commis- 
sions or boards, we have deemed it advisable to 
prepare an outline of procedure for distribution 
to our members. This outline, in its tentative 
form, has been prepared for us under the direction 
of the Executive Committee of the American City 
Planning Institute. It will be ready for distri- 
bution within a few days and will be furnished to 
our members desiring it. It is proposed that fur- 
ther study be given in this matter, after which a 
revised report will be issued. 


State Municipal Leagues Can Assist Planning 





"Undoubtedly the movement for official city 
planning legislation will spread rapidly through- 
out the country as in the case of zoning and will 
likewise be adopted by all the States. When such 
legislation becomes available, it is reasonable to 
suppose that many cities will avail themselves of 
the opportunity to further control their physical 
development and it would not seem amiss, there- 
fore, to predict that in the not far distant fu- 
ture, all public improvements will conform strict- 
ly to an Official Plan, under the supervision of a 
technical director. This, therefore, raises the 
question of the qualifications and availability of 
technical directors in the smaller cities which 
cannot afford full-time planning engineers, and 
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herein lies an unusually fine opportunity for the 
city engineering profession to broaden ite field 
of activities in the smaller communities. 

—~"As a means of advancing such a program it 
would be extremely advantageous if a ‘Planning Di- 
vision’ could be set up as a part of the activi- 
ties of the Arkansas Municipal League and periodi- 
cal meetings held where opportunities would be af- 
forded the city engineers and other municipal ad- 
ministrators to meet and discuss their common plan- 
ning problems. 

"Among the matters which should be given 
early consideration by such a planning division 
are (a) the creation of planning boards in the in- 
corporated communities within the State to an- 
alyze existing conditions and sponsor the prepara- 
tion of a comprehensive city plan; (b) amend the 
present city planning and zoning law, and recon- 
mend improvement in the present law in conformity 
with the best established practices in other 
states; (c) cooperate with the State Planning 
Board in its program for the planning of the unin- 
corporated areas, and(d) emphasize the need of 
careful comprehensive surveys to produce the nec- 
essary facts upon which to predicate a city plan, 
and a long-term coordinated program of public 
works." 

(From a paper presented to Arkansas Municipal 

League Conference by Earl 0. Mills, Planning 

Consultant, Arkansas State Planning Board.) 


Governor Lehman on State Planning 





The Governor of New York, in his special mes- 
sage to the Legislature urging the creation of a 
state planning council, had the following to say, 
according to the New York Times: "The present 
State Planning Board is an unofficial committee of 
citizens and officials serving at my request. On 
January 14 I transmitted to you its summary report 
of progress. This report has been widely distri- 
buted and has received much favorable comment. 

"Aside from presenting a comprehensive and 
correlated review of the physical resources of the 
State and the relation of these resources to our 
economic and social well-being, the report made a 
definite contribution to the solution of a number 
of important problems, notably that of providing 
for a better use of large areas of abandoned or 
sub-marginal farm land. 

"This work, so well begun by this unofficial 
group, should now be continued under direct legis- 
lative authorization and within the frame-work of 
ine State government. 

"In recommending the creation of a State 
Planning Council I am not unmindful of the good 
planning work that is being conducted at present 
by the various State departments,institutions and 
temporary committees and commissions.These plan- 
ning activities should for the most part be contin- 
ued. 

"The centralization of all planning work in a 
Planning council is neither feasible nor desirable. 
What is needed is a central council that can cor- 
relate the work of these diverse agencies and sup- 
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plement them where necessary. 

"Many counties and cities are showing great 
interest in the establishment of planning commis- 
sions and in the development of survey projects 
with the aid of relief workers. The proposed 
State Planning Council, through its staff, will 
serve to encourage and guide the work of county 
and regional planning agencies. This will make 
possible an advantageous integration of State and 
local planning work." 


State Planning Legislation 


Tennessee: The legislature of the state of Tennes- 
see has just enacted a remarkable group of six 
planning statutes, including legislation on the 
subjects of (a) state and regional planning, (bd) 
county zoning through regional planning commis- 
sions, (c) regional subdivision regulation, (4) 
municipal planning, (e) municipal zoning, and (f) 
municipal subdivision regulation. These bills 
were drafted by Alfred Bettman. Perhaps the out- 
standing bill is the state planning bill, for, in 
addition to the customary provisions creating a 
state planning board and defining its powers, this 
statute authorizes the state planning board to 
create and define planning regions within the 
state and to appoint the members of these regional 
planning commissions. As a means of giving effect 
to regional planning, this statute provides that 
no state financial aid to roads or other public 
improvements shall be granted within any planning 
region created by the state planning board without 
the approval of the state planning board. 


Indiana: The legislature of Indiana has also just 
enacted three planning statutes, one dealing with 
state planning and creating a state planning board 
with the customary powers, the second dealing with 
county planning and providing for county planning 
commissions, and the third dealing with municipal 
planning, providing for municipal planning commis- 
sions, municipal subdivision regulation and mapped 
streets. They were drawn by John W. Wheeler, 
Chairman, and Lawrence V. Sheridan and Raymond W. 
Blanchard, consultants of the Indiana State Plan- 
ning Board. 


Other States: State planning legislation has been 
adopted during 1935 in Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, 
North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, 
and Wyoming. 





Planning Conference 


The American Society of Planning Officials is 
joining with the American City Planning Institute, 
the National Conference on City Planning and the 
American Civic Association ina joint Conference 


on Planning to be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 20, 


21 and 22, 1935, under the general title "What 
City, Regional, State and National Planning Can Do 
for the Future of America.” 

The Preliminary program follows: 
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